
Port Weller Parent Council Meeting 
September 29, 2020 
 
Attendees: Jason, Natalie, Jennifer, Jodi, Kathleen, Krista, Nicole, Jeremy 
 
Actions: 

● Jason: 
○ To discuss a wish list from the teachers and potential finding initiatives for STEM, outdoor 

initiatives-  
○ Will make some calls about sprucing up the door 
○ To contact Colleen Fast about utilizing her expertise to maximize some outdoor initiatives 
○ To review the breakfast club email and see if further details are laid out 

● Krista - to follow-up with Brianne from the city about Pumpkinville 
● All - think of fundraising online ideas 

 
Next Meeting: 4th Tuesday of the month - October 27th 
 
 
Discussion: 

1. Principal report: 
○ Library: 

i. Mr.Thorpe introduced himself - the library is closed during COVID 
ii. Deskside delivery 

1. Student can request a book (once a week checkout) 
2. Quarented for a week before being able to lend again 

iii. $1000 to library allocated from PC did not get spent 
iv. Outstanding books from last year - please return the books and they will be quarantined 

○ Great start-up, kids are upbeat and happy to be back. Everyone is adapting.  
○ Protocols: 

i. Dotted lines are separating, spaced desks out as much as possible 
ii. Staff are taking them outside as much as possible for lessen 
iii. Lines spacing out for outdoor line ups\ 
iv. When a student shows symptoms they are brought to the office and brought to a waiting 

area. Parents are called and they are to be picked up. Always a staff member monitoring 
with PPE 

v. After the student leaves the room is disinfectant 
vi. Instructing parents to seek a health care professional about when the student can return 
vii. A doctor's note or proof is not required to return to school, all direction the school will 

give is to seek guidance by a health professional 
viii. All sports equipment leant out is sanitized after use 

○ Student stats: 
i. 244 kids in school 
ii. 8-10 homeschooled 
iii. Class sizes 

1. Kindergarten 21-22, 14 in Mrs Venneri’s class 
2. Primary 17 per class 
3. Jr-Int. 22 per class 

○ Parents are being responsible and keeping kids home when they are sick 



○ Virtual and In-Person Education 
i. Virtual school is not the same as Port Weller, its own entity, has 5000 student 
ii. Due to some switching of parent decisions, staffing has to change and they hired staff 

back 
iii. In-person to virtual is about a 2-week turnaround, virtual to in-person - not until mid-Nov 

(then staffing can be reevaluated) 
○ COVID in Schools: 

i. We are doing our best to be prepared 
ii. If there is a case in Port Weller, the superintendent steps in and we are given guidance 

from many stakeholders 
○ Staffing 

i. Mrs.Woods and Mrs.Malton on return to work plan 
ii. Mrs.Woods (returning from a concussion) Mrs Ross co-teaching 
iii. Mrs.Malton returning from back surgery - Grade 3-4 class, work on shared duty 

○ Tech update -  
i. We are Year 2 is our year (this year) - all of our technology will be updated. They have a 

baseline that each class should have and they will meet that criterion. 
ii. Almost all tech leant out from last year has been returned, need a couple of chrome 

books to be returns and some students are using this for virtual school 
iii. We have brand new projectors for multiple classrooms 
iv. Brand new lighting installed  

○ Orange shirt day is tomorrow - Education on residential schools, every staff member has 
lessons for the students. Parents encouraged to ask their child about what they learned 

○ Rowan law day: Moved to this Thursday - Recognizing safety in sports (dress in purple) - ask 
your child what Rowan’s day is about 

○ Terry Fox Day is this Friday - there is a schedule for all students to due walks (individual classes 
will walk at separate times 

○ Staff Learning - new math curriculum - there has been a pause on essential testing. Changes 
are not huge, but there are new emotional wellness strands and financial literacy 

○ Fundraisers - are online-only - direct to home delivery  
○ School Food - pause on pizza days, subs, 
○ Grab and Go breakfast food is permitted 
○ Port Weller Water Bottle - kids ask because they do not have one 
○ Halloween - no answer yet  
○ Leader in Me - on hold 

2. Water Bottles - go ahead 
○ Jess Note - A good supplier for branded collateral 

https://www.4imprint.ca/search/water%20bottles  
3. Chocolate bars - direct-to-home option may be available 
4. Fundraiser Ideas - over the next month please send in your ideas  
5. Financial update  

○ Approximately $11,000 in the account 
○ Nevada Account - $7,000 - to be confirmed (we have purchased basketball, volleyball and 

gymnastics uniforms) 
6. Pumpkinville -  

○ An event put on by the city and Port Weller had a bake sale 
○ Krista has not heard back from the city - likely cancelled 

7. Goals for this year: 
○ $1000 allocated for the library - keeping earmarked 

https://www.4imprint.ca/search/water%20bottles


○ $200 to teacher/program for the staff to spend on what they need 
○ Stem Robotics - we are interested in supporting some initiatives 
○ Sports Equipment - Jason suggested potentially purchasing more sports equipment per 

classroom 
○ We are looking for a wish list from the teachers 
○ Outdoor initiatives 
○ School beautification 

8. Communication  
○ Sending out a link on messenger to make Parents aware of the minutes from the meeting 
○ Jason looking to use Twitter to show students in action 

9. Google Classroom: 
○ Looking to streamline the process 
○ Classes to have google classroom up and running, test using the Chromebooks while in-class 
○ Find out who has tech at home - get them to logon to Google Classroom 
○ Virtual.dsbn.org - Should something happen, the teachers can utilize the asynchronous learning 

resources online and use in google classroom 
10. Council Positions -  

○ Co-Chairs: Elizabeth and Jennifer 
○ Treasurer - Steph 
○ Secretary - Jess 

11. Breakfast Program: 
○ Julie is open to sharing the role or take a supporting role 

12. Open house - no schools have done them and not discussed at principles meeting 
13. Winter Wonderland - Steph wanted to make sure that we keep a pin in the event! 

 


