
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

October  2013  

Principal’s Message 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our parents and 
extended family members for doing your part to ensure that the start 
of the 2012-13 school year was a successful one!  As we always do at 
the beginning of a new year, we had some bumps along the way but 
together we rode through them.  I thank you for your cooperation, 
patience, communication, flexibility and understanding.   

As a staff we understand that you share your most precious gifts, your 
children, with us every day.  I want to ensure you that your children are 
loved, respected, supported and guided each and every day while at Port 
Weller School.  We take the responsibility of educating your children 
very seriously.  I hold such high regard for the staff of our school.  
They are the finest group of educators with whom I have ever had 
the privilege of working and learning with.   

I believe passionately that parents do make the biggest difference!  Involved parents help us 
to move forward with purpose, vision and drive.  Together we strive for a common purpose.  
We must motivate and support one another no matter what, so that we are continuously 
driven to improve and to grow as an educational community.  I am grateful every day for 
the tremendous support and input that we receive from our parents.  Please know that you 
BELONG and that you matter to our school! 

I am so excited about the year that lies ahead for us. Together we will make great things 
happen for our students.  They are our future.  Each and every child is capable of having a 
grand impact on our world.  They must be inspired to learn and they must believe every day 
that they are capable of achieving greatness.  My goal remains a “simple” one .... I want 
every child to leave school at the end of the day feeling PROUD about who they are as 
learners and wanting to return the next day for more!   

Thank you for your support, your involvement and your encouragement!  

NEWSLETTER:  If you are a parent who wishes to receive this newsletter by an e-mail address, 

please note that the monthly calendar still needs to be viewed on our web-site at 

www.portweller.dsbn.org . Please contact the office if you provided us with your e-mail but did not 

receive it in this manner.   

 

 

 

http://www.portweller.dsbn.org/
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The Elementary Progress Report 
On October 29, your child will bring home 
their Elementary Progress Report. The 
format was created after years of 
consultation with parents, teachers, 
principals, and students across the province. 
Although it looks much like the Report Card, 
this report has a very different intent. The 
purpose of the Progress Report is to share 
early and specific feedback on your child's 
development of work habits and learning 
skills as well as his/her progress towards 
achieving the curriculum standards by the 
end of the school year.  
Traditionally, when reporting to parents 
about their child’s progress, teachers have 
prepared by looking back over the work 
done. The teacher evaluated your child’s 
progress from the beginning of the school 
term to the current point in time, and 
reported on the highlights of achievement as 
they compare to overall curricular 
expectations. Teachers continue to report on 
Provincial Term One and Term Two Report 

Cards in this manner. 
Reporting on the Progress 
Report is about looking forward. 
The purpose is to set the course 

for the learning journey ahead. Based on the 
evidence teachers see, as well as what 
teachers know about learning at this grade 
level, the report communicates the path 
your child is on towards achieving the grade 
level expectations by the end of the year. 
For students who are on a modified 
Individual Education Program, the teacher 
uses those modified goals when determining 
whether a child is progressing well, 
progressing very well, or progressing with 
difficulty. 
 
All subjects that are part of your child’s 

program in the first weeks of school will be 
assessed according to the following indicators: 
Progressing Very Well: In the first weeks of 
school, evidence shows that the student is 
demonstrating consistent progress and is on track 
to meet and/or surpass the provincial standard set 
for the end of the year. 
Progressing Well: In the first weeks of school, 
evidence shows that the student is demonstrating 
consistent progress and is on 
track to meet the provincial 
standard set for the end of the 
year. 
Progressing With Difficulty: In 
the first weeks of school, evidence shows that the 
student is experiencing difficulty towards meeting 
the provincial standard set for the end of the year. 
For subjects in which your child is Progressing 
With Difficulty, the teacher will discuss specific 
next steps plans needed for success. We look 
forward to partnering with you and your child for 
a year of great learning and growth 
 

EQAO Message 
In May 2013, the students in grades 3 and 6 completed 
a provincial assessment in Reading, Writing, and 
Mathematics.  This assessment is known as EQAO.  
There are many different ways of measuring student 
success and the EQAO assessment is just one of them.  
EQAO is based directly on the reading, writing and 
mathematics expectations in The Ontario Curriculum 
and is about far more than just a reflection on learning 
in grades 3 and 6.  At Port Weller School, we are very 
encouraged by our most recent results and the gains 
we have made.  We continue to support student 
achievement in all that we do. Thank you for your 
ongoing support in helping us to educate ALL of our 
children to their full potential. 

For more information you may visit www.eqao.com 
 

The following tables indicate the percent of students 
that reached a level 3 or 4 in the EQAO Assessment 
from 2007-08 to 2011-12.  Level 3 is at the provincial 

http://www.eqao.com/
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standard and Level 4 exceed the provincial 
standard.  The students who wrote in grade 6 
last year have improved in mathematics for the 
last 4 years.  This is a very exciting trend that 
we need to examine more closely!  Our grade 3 
and 6 results far exceed the provincial and The 
DSBN results.   

 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 
School Results Over Time 

 2007-

08 

2008-

09 

2009-

10 

2010-

11 

2011-

12 

Grade 

3 

69 92 89 75 83 

Grade 

6 

46 74 68 71 80 

 
WRITING 

School Results Over Time 

 2007-

08 

2008-

09 

2009-

10 

2010-

11 

2011-

12 

Grade 

3 

74 92 89 100 83 

Grade 

6 

57 70 76 76 93 

 
 
 
 

READING 
School Results Over Time 

 2007-

08 

2008-

09 

2009-

10 

2010-

11 

2011-

12 

Grade 

3 

66 92 89 90 83 

Grade 

6 

65 74 89 73 87 

 

 

 
Pizza Days 
Dear Families: 
Delicious, mouth watering Pizza Pizza 
pizza will be available once a month 
to all Port Weller students. 
There will be 8 pizza days from now to the end of 
the school year.  They are all on Thursdays; 
October 24, November 21, December 12, January 
30, February 27, March 27, April 24, and May 22. 
Pizza will be white crusts with cheese only or 
white crusts with pepperoni.  The cost is $1.00 per 
slice. 
Money for one or 8 pizza days can be brought to 
your child’s homeroom teacher beginning October 
8.  Pizza money MUST BE IN BY MONDAY of the 
“pizza” week.  If your child is absent on the pizza 
day, his/her slices will be kept in our staff fridge 
until the next day.  You may come to the school on 
Thursday or Friday and pick them up.  REFUNDS 
WILL NOT BE PROVIDED. 
Thank you for your support. 
Respectfully, 
Mrs. Nesbitt, Mrs. Shaughnessy and Mrs. McCann 
  

 
 
School Advisory Council 
We had our first School Advisory Council meeting of 
the year on September 25th.  We had a wonderful turn 
out. This was so exciting to see!  We decided at this 
meeting to break the large group into two smaller 
focus groups for our upcoming meetings.  One group 
will focus on fundraising and the other group will focus 
on school programs, policies and procedures.  At this 
meeting I shared with the group what I see as the 
purpose of a School Advisory Council. 
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A principal’s vision of what we can accomplish 
together: 

 Council acts as a direct link between 
principal and the wider parent 
community 

 Council provides honest feedback to 
principal 

 Principal acts as a link between parents 
and school staff (feedback shared) 

 Council asks questions and therefore is 
better informed of school (and DSBN)  
policies, procedures and goals 

 Council works to involve parents in 
contributing to student achievement  

 Members of Council help to spread 
positive messages to the wider 
community 

 Principal informs Council of school goals, 
celebrations and areas of need 

 Student achievement and well-being 
becomes a SHARED focus for both 
parents and school staff 

 Parents help to raise funds to assist with 
agreed upon expenses that will support 
the learning, achievement and well-
being of all students 

 Together we trust, respect and support 
one another to do the best that we can 
for ALL students in our care 

Our Executive for the 2012-13 School Year 
Co-Chairs :  Logan Valentini 
(lvalentini@cogeco.ca) and Julie Tapply 
(juliebakich@hotmail.com) 

Secretary and co-secretary:  Amanda Hill and 
Tanya Pearson 

Financial Reporter : Kim Beaudette 

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
October 23rd at 6 p.m.  All meetings are the 4th 
Tuesday of each month.  New members are 
ALWAYS welcome!  Please contact either co-
chair or Hilary Abbey (principal), should you 
require more information. 
 

Reminders 
 Friday, October  11 is a P.A. Day 

 Friday, Oct. 28 is picture re-take day  
 

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club will be looking a little bit different this 
year.  We will be holding Breakfast Club at the school 
between 8:10 and 8:30.  Children will be offered a light 
breakfast  in the library.  They should enter the school 
through their usual entry doors when coming to 
Breakfast Club.  Thank you, (so far), to Mrs. Gustyn, 
Mrs. Martin and Ms. Ajandi for offering to volunteer 
with this Club.  Without dedicated parent volunteers, 
we cannot offer this opportunity to our students.   
 
We still require parent volunteers to help out serving 
breakfast and to do the shopping.  If you think you can 
help, please contact Hilary Abbey 
(hilary.abbey@dsbn.org).   
 
Breakfast Club will run on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays for the first month.  We will begin on 
Wednesday, October 10th at 8:10.   

 
Pumpkinville 
Once again, Port Weller will be having its BAKE-SALE at 
PUMKINVILLE.  The date is Saturday, Oct. 13. 2012.  
This is a fun filled day of family activities at Happy 
Rolph’s.  A note will be coming home asking for 
donations of baked goods, store bought items and 
other treats.  We will be also looking for parent 
volunteers to help sell the items at the event.  All times 
are for one hour only.  Let’s make this the best 
fundraiser yet! 
 
 

Snack Program 
New this year!  The snack program is now being run by 
Mrs. Pearson's class. 
Students who do not have enough to eat in their 
lunches, can now go to Mrs. Pearson's room to get a 
little something extra! All snacks are healthy and 
peanut-free! 
 

mailto:lvalentini@cogeco.ca
mailto:juliebakich@hotmail.com
mailto:hilary.abbey@dsbn.org
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Magazine & Holiday 
Fundraising 
 Port Weller's holiday and magazine fundraiser 
has begun and will run from Friday, September 
28th to Monday, October 15th.   Both 
fundraisers will run at the same time to make it 
easier for students to contact family and friends.   
Did you know that orders can also be placed 
online by family who live out of town so that 
they can also help support Port Weller students?   
Please make sure that fundraising forms are 
filled out correctly and separately.  Only 
magazine orders are to be filled out on the CCRP 
order form and the holiday orders are submitted 
on the DFS order forms. These are two separate 
companies to which we are submitting orders.  It 
would be appreciated if orders can be paid for 
and returned in separate envelopes as both 
companies process payments and orders for us 
this year.  Cheques can be made payable to Port 
Weller Public School. 
Thank you for your continued support with our 
fundraising efforts each and every year! 
 

Pirate Football Club 
Arrrrrrgh!   Congratulations to the Pirates who 
made PFC (Pirate Football Club) this year!  We 
Arrrrrrgh having a great time this year.  Way to 
go PFC!  Team members are:  Eric G., Mackie J., 
Billy K., Robyn J., Brett N., Naomi J., Alex P., 
Rebecca B., Zach A., Maryssa M., Gavin M., 
Katie M., Jaden N., Emily K., Henry K., Kate L., 
Nicolas V. and Taylor W. 
 

Intermediate Volleyball 
The Volleyball season has just started and the 
athletes have been working very hard since the 
first week of school. Port Weller is in Tier Two 
and will participate in 10 league games and then 
play offs.        Congratulations to the following 
students who are representing our teams:  
Girls: Rebecca B., Hailey B., Keeley C., Macki J., 
Naomi J., Kate L. Jocelyn L., Katie M., Brianna T.,  
Samantha W., and Taylor W.  

Boys: Brandon E., Alex P., Lucas V.,  Carter H., Dylan 
M., Luke E., Nick V., Rami M., and Sam B.  
 

Soccer 
The Intermediate soccer team had a great 
tournament on September 20th. Our players 
played with courage and determination and 
showed amazing Pirate sportsmanship. 
Congratulations to the following players who 
made up our intermediate Pirate Soccer Team! : 
Luke E., Victoria B., Nick V., Carter J., Hailey K., 
Taylor K., Jessica R., Alex P., Brandon E., Dessa S., 
Dylan M., Hailey B., Gavin M., Katie M.,  Kate L., 
Adam B., Lucas V., Rami M.  
Coach: Mr. S. Reimer 
 
 

 
 

. 
 

How Long Must My Child Stay 
Home When Sick? 
Please keep your child at home and away from others 
if he or she has any of these symptoms: 

 Fever 

 Diarrhea 

 Vomiting 

 Rash 

 Frequent coughing or sneezing 

 Yellow or green discharge from the nose, ears, 
or eyes 

 Sore throat 
Contact your family doctor for a diagnosis.  Your doctor 
will advise you about care and treatment if a 
communicable disease is diagnosed.  For more 
information, please contact the Infectious Disease 
Program at 905-688-8248 ext. 7330 or 1-888-505-6074 
or www.niagararegion.ca 
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Families Needed in 

DSBN communities  

 

 for short-term visiting 

International Students to the 

 District School Board of Niagara 

 

3.5 weeks in January, 2014 

 To host 1 or 2 students in Grades 5-8 

 

ApplyNow! 

 

For more information, please contact: 

 

For St. Catharines (South), Thorold, Fonthill Areas: 

ligia_tobon@hotmail.com 

 or 905-354-6916 

Canadian English Scholar Program 

 

For St. Catharines (Central, North), NOTL Areas: 

jhakimir@yahoo.com 

Niagara Homestay & International Student Services 

 

Compensation will be offered 

 

mailto:ligia_tobon@hotmail.com

