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May Newsletter Items 

 

A message from Mr. Enns, 
 
Hooray for warmer weather!  It’s so nice that we can all spend more time enjoying the outside and less 
time bundling up for colder temperatures.  Many classes and students have already been busy 
spending time over at Malcolmson Park as part of Earth Day activities and class walks.  Thanks to our 
Miss Wood for helping all of us to focus on our local environment.   

Our current “7 Habits” focus is for us to, SYNERGIZE which means that when we work together, the 
sum of our efforts is better than working alone.  When we synergize, we need to consider the ideas of 
others.  So often, the best solution to a challenge is when there are multiple people adding their ideas 
to the solution. 

School Council is planning a fun Trivia Night for Friday, May 11 at Grantham Lions Club (doors open 
at 6 p.m. and trivia starts at 7 p.m.  Tickets are still available.  There are 20 available tables and we 
have sold over half.  It would be terrific if we can sell out the evening to maximize the fun and the fund 
raising.  Our students and staff have been working hard to create some awesome art work for the silent 
auction and gift baskets that will be placed on the penny raffle table.  If you would like tickets for this 
fun event, simply contact the school.   

Keeping our parking lot safe and flowing smoothly is a daily goal.  On most days, cars and buses are 
able to enter and exit efficiently.  To help us achieve our goal, we have a few reminders:  

1) do not park in or block the bus unloading/loading zone when buses are present 

2) please always enter the east end of the parking lot and exit the west end – these openings are clearly 
marked “enter” and “exit”  

3) if using the “kiss and ride” method, please pull up as far as you can to allow cars to fill in behind you  

4) if dropping off or picking up, please park your car in our lot or across the street at the church – do 
not “park” or stop in the middle of the parking lot as this area needs to remain clear  

5) continue to be courteous and patient.  Thanks for your help! 

 
School Council 
We had a productive April meeting to discuss a variety of items.  The minutes from School Council 
meetings are posted on our school website.   
As mentioned earlier, School Council is working hard to prepare for our Friday, May 11 Trivia Night at 
the Grantham Lions Club.  Money raised from this event will be used to support the purchase of 
technology at Port Weller School.  We hope to have a great time together. Our next Trivia planning 
meeting is Wednesday, May 9 at 7 p.m. in the library. 
Our Vesey’s Bulbs fund raiser was successful and now we are waiting for the delivery of the bulbs for 
distribution.  This should happen very soon. 
The social media talk with Mr. Chris Vollum was very interesting and generated some good 
discussion.  It is our hope that students are more aware of the need to use the internet in a safe and 
respectful way.  Parent supervision and interaction when it comes to using the internet and social 
media is highly recommended. 
Our next School Council meeting is Tuesday, May 22 at 6 p.m. in our computer lab.  Child care will be 
provided.  We hope to see you there. 
 



 
Rankin Cancer Run 
We are all gearing up for this year’s Rankin Cancer Run which is taking place on Saturday, May 26.  
Registration forms and information has already been sent home with every student.  Students and 
family members can all register on line or make donations at: http://www.rankincancerrun.com/    This 
year, Port Weller is, “Trekking for Travis” in honour of our amazing kindergarten student who is 
bravely battling childhood leukemia.  Please save the date and come out and join our Port Weller 
family in an effort to support those who are dealing with cancer. 
 
BBQ to support Travis 
Laurie Maynard, our wonderful crossing guard, has taken the initiative to hold a public barbeque in 
the Shopper’s Drug Mart parking lot on the corner of Linwell and Grantham on Thursday, May 31st to 
help raise money to support Travis Sengsouriya and his family.  Travis has been fighting childhood 
leukemia since the start of this school year and the family has been working very hard to support him 
as he goes through his treatments.  The BBQ will run from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and all proceeds will be 
donated to the family.  We hope that you are able to come by the BBQ.   
 
EQAO Testing 
Every year all schools across the province administer EQAO standardized tests to students in grade 
3, 6 and 9.  Our staff and students have been working hard to prepare for these assessments and 
look forward to the opportunity to demonstrate our skills and knowledge.  Information notes that 
include the test dates are being sent home will all grade 3 and 6 students. 
 
Kindergarten Registration 
Please remember that we can register students on any day; we hope to make new families feel 
welcome at Port Weller. 
 

Athletics 
Gymnastics for students from grade 1 to 8 was a huge success this year.  We are so appreciative of 
our students for their dedication and hard work the past few months. The juniors and intermediates all 
did a fabulous job at the competitions last month, many receiving ribbons in their events! Thanks to 
our marvelous teachers for coaching: Mrs. Chilcott, Mrs. Perrier, and Ms. Troup. 
 
The junior basketball season was a tremendous success for our athletes.  The girls and boys came 
so far with their team play and individual skill development.  The girls were finalists in their 
championship game and the boys were finalists in the consolation championship.  Many thanks to our 
dedicated players for showing heart and commitment; it was an absolute pleasure to coach you.  
Thanks also to our amazing parents for helping to drive and cheering in the stands.  We are already 
looking forward to next year!   
The intermediate badminton team had a very successful area tournament and now move onto the 
DSBN tournament on May 3.  Mrs. Venneri is very proud of her players. 
Track and Field at Port Weller is fast approaching!  On Monday, May 7, we will be holding our four 
field events on our school yard beginning at approximately 9:30 a.m. Then on Wednesday, May 9, we 
will be bussing over to Governor Simcoe to use their new track to complete our running events (rain 
date for Governor Simcoe is May 11).  Track and Field is for students in grades 4 to 8.  Parents are 
welcome to come and watch students participate in their events.  Thanks to Mrs. Rosts for getting all 
of us organized. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rankincancerrun.com/


Clubs 
Mr. Dyck, Mrs. Chilcott, and Mr. Reimer are very proud of our chess team who placed second overall 
in the DSBN at the last board wide event.  That is an amazing accomplishment!  Three of our 
students went on to compete at the provincial level and represented themselves and our school 
extremely well.  Well done chess team! 
The Maker’s Space Challenge has been an exciting and ongoing activity at Port Weller.  Students 
from all three divisions were given the challenge to create a “Rube Goldberg” machine using only 
common everyday materials (e.g. cardboard, tape, tinfoil, etc.) to deposit a coin into a piggy bank.  
Participating students have been working tirelessly on their inventions under the supervision of Miss 
Wood, Mrs. Perrier and Mrs. Janzen.  The staff have selected a few students to go to the “Makers 
Challenge” on Tuesday, May 1st to present their work with students from other DSBN schools. 
 
Heritage Fair 
All students were treated to an interesting and educational day in our gym on April 18 as our grade 7 
and 8 students presented their History Heritage fair projects.  All students selected a famous 
Canadian as their topic.  It was awesome to learn about our rich Canadian history through the eyes of 
our young researchers.  Thanks to Mr. Reimer for organizing this wonderful event.  Several of our 
students were selected and went on to represent Port Weller at the DSBN Heritage Fair. 
 
Fund Raising Action Team 
During the second week of April, our Fundraising Action Team planned some fun days to help 

support the Education Foundation of Niagara (EFN).  The EFN’s “Make Change for Kids” initiative 

funds many different programs in our DSBN schools to help families and children who need some 

financial assistance.  From guessing jars to a hat day, these fun activities helped to raise funds to 

support EFN.  Together, we were able to donate $597.30 to this wonderful organization.  Way to go 

Port Weller Pirates!  

 
School Trips 
School trips allow us to extend learning into some fascinating places where the experiences can 
enhance the concepts that we are teaching at school.  We normally have a few school trips each 
month.  With the nicer weather and the end of the year approaching, we typically have more in May 
and June.  Please remember that most (there are some exceptions) trips can be paid for using 
“School Cash Online”.  This method also allows you to provide permission for your child to participate 
without having to print out a paper copy and sending it back to the school.  If you ever have questions 
or need support for trips, please do not hesitate in contacting the school. 
 
Ticks and Other Critters 
 
The return to spring weather means that many of the creatures that naturally inhabit our surroundings 
are now active.  Dog ticks are very common in the Niagara region.  We should all remember to check 
our clothing and bodies for ticks when we come in from the outside and carefully remove them if they 
have come along for a ride.  Google images is one resource that can help you to identify ticks or other 
little critters. 
 

 
 



LIBRARY LINK 
The Library Action Team would like to thank the Port Weller community for its support during 
the Paws for Books Scholastic Book Fair. It was great to see so many students excited about 
selecting books to add to their personal libraries. (Some students even used their own money 
to make their purchases!) Based on the total sales, the school earned $800 in books and cash 
rewards. The books will be ready for circulation as soon as possible and the cash will be used 
to purchase additional resources for the library. 
Here are the books, chosen by members of the Library Action Team, that will be added to the 
school’s collection: 
 

I don’t want to be a Frog 
Paw Patrol: Everest Saves the Day! 
Paw Patrol: Break the Ice! 
PJ Masks: Owlette Gets a Pet 
Ready, Set, Go! 
Rosie Revere, Engineer 
Splat and the Cool School Trip 
This is a Moose 
Truck Full of Ducks 

Dog Man and Cat Kid 
Dolphin Summer 
Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-
So-Secret Crush Catastrophe 
Five Nights at Freddy’s: Silver 
Eyes 
Five Nights at Freddy’s: Twisted 
Ones 
Geronimo Stilton: Cyber-Thief 
Showdown 
Geronimo Stilton: No Time to 
Lose 
Hatchet 
Hero 

Invisible Emmie 
Left Out 
Pete the Cat and the Lost Tooth 
Refugee 
Restart 
Scar Island 
The Baby-sitters Club: Dawn 
and the Impossible Three 
The Breadwinner: a graphic 
novel 
Trayaurus and the Enchanted 
Crystal 
Young Man with Camera 
 

Farm: A Lego Adventure in the 
Real World 
Kitty Secrets 
I am Jiffpom 
My Perfect Puppy 
Star Wars Coding Projects 
What Would She Do? 25 True 
Stories of Trailblazing Rebel 
Women 
Where Will I Live? 

 
An additional thanks goes to the 
students and families who 
participated in the combined Heritage 
and Book Fairs Family Event on 
Wednesday, April 18; Port Weller’s 
Intermediate students had a chance 
to share their Heritage Fair projects 
with the community and the Book Fair 
was opened extended hours. 
Congratulations to the Daniels family, 
who won the Family Event Door Prize 
Draw and earned $25 in books for 
their home library and $25 in books 
for their classroom libraries.  
 


